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Instructional Resources

These learning resources are intended to serve as a central text for AP World History Classes.  They have not been adopted by the Virginia Department of Education.  Per School Board Policy IIAA, staff has reviewed materials currently adopted by the Virginia Department of Education and have deemed these suggested resources to be better suited to the specific curricular goals of needs of Albemarle County Public Schools.

Ways of the World – A Global History with Sources
Student Text and Digital Subscription

Robert W. Strayer

Bedford St. Martin’s Press
http://www.macmillanhighered.com/Catalog/product/waysoftheworldwithsourceshighschooledition-firstedition-strayer
This text is intended to be a central resource for Advanced Placement World History classes.  The text can be purchased in a traditional print format, in a digital subscription format, and in a combined format.

Reviewing teachers found that Ways of the World provides a clear survey of essential content and central concepts for an AP World History course.  In addition, the integration of primary sources, both text-based  and visual, and guiding questions for students that are framed as "Using the Evidence" make Ways of the World a resource that supports the development of historical thinking skills.  For success in an AP level course, as measured by the end of course College Board exam, both a command of content and mastery of skills such as analyzing primary sources and using those sources as historical evidence in historical arguments are essential.  Furthermore, the text features of the book provide students with guides to critical content and concepts to suport the comparative and thematic structure of the AP World History course.  Features such as "Connection, Comparison, and Change” questions provide supports that make the text and the course more accessible to students.   The reading level of the text is moderately challenging, suitable for a college-level survey course in World History while accessible to underclassmen in high school.  For these reasons, the text is listed as a suggested central text by the College Board for the AP World History course.  Finally, while the content of an AP World History course includes the analysis of numerous controversial topics, reviewing teachers found that this text is succesful in providing a balanced and appropriate review and analysis of complex topics.  
Ways of the World provides on-line resources for students with digital chapter summaries, on-line quizzes and digital resources. Students and teachers can customize the on-line resources to fit their needs and build a respository of maps, primary sources, and secondary summaries for use during the year.  Resources are also designed for seamless integration of materials with white board technology for class use. 
